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A survey of the coyote (Canis latrrans) population.
in the Huron Mountains. began in November of 197,3., The

purpose of this study was,'to cotlect data relating to
the home ranges andÌ distribution of the coyote and-

any other information about, the coyote in the Huron
Mountains. Because,'of the time and. .expense of the methods
usedr in capturj-ng coyotes, for radio teremetry tracki,ng,
no animal-s have been captured,to date:. However, quan_

titative data have. been corlected relating to the dis-
tribution and feeding habits. Ànalysis of scats to
determine feeding habi.ts is not yet complete, and r
wish to increase my sample size before drawing any

concLusions. À winter indêx- of abundance v/as developed,ì

using five transcet rines within the Huron Mountain.i
Club and five. outsid'e'. Co1,s¡. t¡iacks crossing these
lines r^rêrê', counted to obtain information which wourd

reveal major changes in population or distribution..
Records were arso kept of winter and"ì summer- sightings,
of coyotes; beginning in November of fg23, along with
r-ecords of frequently observed birds and, mammars that
represent a potential food source to the coyote..

I¡ùinter Studies
An index of abund.ance $/as obtained during the

winters of 1973-741 and r974r7s, (nable r). preliminary
results from 1973 suggest that there may be a Lower

density of coyotes outsidê the crub property (rabte zr.
For the following winter of Lg74-25ì nethods r^rqre identi-
cal except.t,hat the study period vras lat,er in the winter
due to the snarJ amount of snowfarl received in Decem-
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beri: and January. No data was colrected from the area
outside of the Huron Mountains. Arthough there,was ðr

fifty percent decrease in.tracks; observed in Lg74-?s,
smaorr sampre sizes do not permit the drawÍng of con-
crusions. The popuration probabry changed littIê in
density and distribution.

TabLs four r.ists bird and mammal species that
represent a, potential food, source: to the coyot,e. sam-

pre rine number two r¡Jas the onry rine in which snor"rp.

shoe hares,vrere. present. Also eight out of the nine
recorded coyclteu track observations occurred on line
number tv¡o.:. rt is, possible: that the snowshoer hare-: is '

vital to winter feeding of the coyote. scat: anarysisr
will help determine the ex.tent to which this is true..

Tabre fi.ve summarízes winter coyoÈe sightings: by

various people. Tv/enty-two coyotes v/ere seen from
November 1973 to May L974 (pigure r). Data from the
winter of 1974-75 has not yet been compiled, but the
total appearis to be considêrably lower. This couLd

indicate that fewer peopJ-e spent ress time in areas

where coyotes might be observed or that there. is, 3n
actual decrease in coyote numbers. ,,

Sumrner Field úüork

During the summer of rg'r4', fierd work consisted
of a scat survey on the foot trails and roads, keeping

,recordsr of sj.ghtings, and attempts to capture coyotes.
No coyotes were captured during the study period.

On two occasions, hourever, ofter sighting a coyote,
r attempted carling them v¡ith a rabbit dis,tress carl
and got a vocar response ,of yipping from the coyotê.
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From the period of June L974 to Septembei Ig74
a total of twenty-five coyote, sightings $¡ere recordedl
in the Huron Mountai'ns, (rá¡re e ). The distribution
of these sightings (Figur:e, r) seems to indicate, that
the unmanaged forest of virgin hemlock: (Tsuqar canaden:.

sis:) is utilized less ühan the managedrarea. A possi--
ble expl-anaüion would be that there Ís l,ess understoßy
vege.tati,on avairable for utirization by small mammars;

in the reserved.; anea:. 
(

Thirty-one scats w.ere located during study period.
(Tabre, 7). Most of the scats s¡êre; collected fb¡- anal-
ysis. During the summer study,period, over one. hundred

and, twenty rniles of the crubrs foot trairs. and r.oads

vJere surveyed for scats. AlL a¡î:eas, vrêfê, sampled. about

equalJ.y and the greatest occurrence of' sca.t,s was; found

in the Rush Lake: and Sa1mon Trout areas (Figure 2 ).
This agaín shows with less bi;ased data, that there isr
probabri a greater density of coyotes in the sub-clj-max:

managed,l forest type. r have'not yet compreted the anal-
ysis of the scats coLlected, during the summer..study,

and'. colrection of several more wourd help insure- a -rep-
resentative; sampre of the feeding habits of this pred.-.

ator.

Proposed Research

This brief- report has stated
been done during the study period.

of the data collected has not yet
will probably be finished by next,

search will. include. fÍnishing the

generally what has

Analysis of some

been completed, andl

f,411. Further re-
coyofe scat: collectíon,
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keeping records of sightings,, analysis of scats, and

determj.ning distribution in relation to cover type.
The coyotei is an inpórtanti predätor in the Huron

Mountains and it is desinable to learn more about its
habits and habítat. This study will help to provide

an insíght into the coyote's nicher: in the Huron lr[oun-

tains, and, establish a, basis for f,urther research.
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Table 1. Winter
and Feb. 1975 to

fndices of Àbundance.
tApriJl 1975.

Nov. 1973 to Feb. L974

Sample line t973-14 tracks t974-75 tracks Total

Lr/LO / 73

02/ 2s / 74

02/ 24/ 75

tL/ro/73
02/ot/74
o2/2s/74

L2/06/73
oL/L8/74
02/06/74

12/06/ 73

oL/L2/74
02/06/74

12/27 /73
oL/r2/74
02/2s / 74

0

o

0

02/03/7s
02/23/75
03/te /7s

02/23/7s
03/Le/7s
04/02/7s

02/03/75
02/28/7s
o4/oB/75

02/re/75
02/28/7s
03/04/7s

02/Le / 75

03/o4/75
04/o8,/75

10

I
o

0

0

0

0

0

o

3

0

3

0

0

0

t
t_

0

0

o

o

o

o

0

0

0

0

o

4

0

Total mlles sampLed

Tota1 tracks present
Index of abundance

. Last snowfall
four days.

L973-74 L974-75

tracks/mi "

t5
3

.2 tracks./mi.

T5

6

.4

before sampling ranged from one to
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Table 2r. Comparison Index of Abundance. Southeast of
the Huron Mountains. Nov. ].g73 to Feb. L974.

Fr_____-

I

oL/t2/74
or /2s /7 4

ot/LL/74
or/27 /74

LL/LO/73
or/2s/74

LL/tO/73
oL/27 /74

t2/06/73
oL/27 /74

0

0

0

0

0

l_

0

0

o

1

10

Total miles sampled

Total tracks present

Relative index of abundance

Table fl Comparison of Indices

10

2

= 2/lO E .2 tracks,/mi.

!ùinter Huron Mountains Southeast of Huron Mtnè.

L973.- 74

:-g?,4-75

"4 tracks,/mi.

.2 tracks./mf .

.2 tracks./mi"

no data



7.

rgþlsj=:--9!!::-!i:gg-cl9-$ggc1:-gr9sg9t!ly_r9gnd_in slirdy area

I'rrhitetail Snowshoe Red Deer Ruffed
Li l g-!g:----P':'----Þsg---g g girrs I --Egggg---9:eses----E rq!1e

L

2

3

4

5

X

X

x

x

x

o

o

o

x

X

C['

K

o

o

o

X.

X.

X

X

x.

XO

XX

x

o

o

or

o

X = present
O - not obser¡¡eif
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rable,ê__glnlg5_coyote :lshtinss_ l?ll_!: _L274 __

Ng:-?'ig!!s9----9g!9----------,-----!g:e!i93------

1. lL/Ll/73 Ïves Lake Rd.

I J-1/LL|73 fves Lake (south gate rd.). .

I II/LL/73 fves Lake (south gate rd.)

1 1!/L6/73 Conway Lake

2 I2/OL/73 Ives Lake (south gate rd.)

I OL/L7/74 West slde of pj-ne Lake

L O l/28/74 CIub rd. , north of plne L.

1 O'2/O2/74 lves Lake rd.

^ n ] O2/O7/74 lves Lake rd.

1 2/20/74 West end of Rush Lake

1 02/26/74 " I'tiddle of Rush Lake

3 03/OL/74 On Lake Superior, north of Rush L.

1 03/03/74 Mountain Lake rd. , near the stream

2 O3/O7/74 Mountain Lake, northwest corner

1 O3/LO/74 t¡Iest end rd. , north of Rush Lake

] 03/2A/74 Near Salmon Trout bridge

1 04/2L/74 Southwest of Ives Lake

I 05/LL/74 V,Iest end of Howe Lake

lotal winter sightings = 22 , from Nov. 73 þo May ?4

8.
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No. sÍghted Date Location
-----É- _;;_=:-_

1 06/03

I 0 6/oz

1 06/os

1 0 6/17

I o6/2L

t 06/zg

L a7/o2

1 07/08

L o7/L3
'r '- 07 /t5
1 07/tz

L 07/22

.1 07 /zs

t o7/zg

L 08/06

2 0B/L7

1 08/17

I 08/23

l' 'oB/20

I 08/25

I 08/24

I 0B/3A

1 09/oL

1 09/22

CIub rd, , south of Conway L.

CIub rd. , south of Cranberry Bog

Ives Lake , east side

CIub area

Pine Lake rd.

l"iountain L. rd. , near MÈh. stream

Club rd. , south of Cranberry Bog

trJest end rdo , north of Rush creek

Ives Lake fieLd

CIub rd. , south of Conwayl L.

Salmon Trout Rj-ver , Christy pool

CIub rd. , south of Conway L.

Ives Lake field

Ives Lake field

l¡Jest of Cranberry Bog , Burma rd.
East of Burnt Mtn" (adu1t and pup)

Cedar creek traÍI, south of Mountain

Ives Lake field

Loop rd. gravel plt

Loop rd. , south of Trout Lake

CÍIub rd. ,.main gate

l.Jest end rd. , north of Rush L_

Ives Lake rd. , east of Litly pond

Ives Lake rd. , east of LiIIy pond

L.

Tofal slghtlngs - 25 ¡. June to Septenber Lg74
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Table 7- summer scat rocations 1974.

Scats Date .' Location

2 04/28 East side of Pine Lake

I 06/09 North side of Howe Lake

2 06/ZO Burnt dam on Salmon Trout River

3 O7/O2 Mount Benison

1 07/OZ South side of Huron Mountain

3 07/06 Rush Lake trail

1 O7/Og Middle faLls on Salmon Trout River

5 O7/TL Rush Lake traj-I

I O7/LS Middle falls on Salmon Trout River

L 07/16 Sullivan Creek Rd.
('

1 O7/2O Sal-mon Trout, River, foot brldge

L .O7/Zg SaLmon Trout Rd. south

L O8l08 Rush Lake trail

1 08/22 South of Mountain Lake

2 Oe/25 Salmon Trout River, foot bridge

4 ., O9/OB Salmon Trout Rd.
(l

Tota]¡. scatd located - 3X.

I

- - "-'-" -- '- 1
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