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A S"LIfrVNY OF rilÐ TIÌ,TBER Ï{OLF (CAJ]IS IUPUS) TN T]PPIR TfiCHTGAN

The gray r+olf (canis hrpus) once lived.'chroughout al-rnost aj-I of Nor-vh-L'rierica. At prõs-êñrffiver, the range ot õnis specÍes in i;he )+B
coniiguous s'r;ates is restricted to l,tinñesota, rsre Royare, Ilpperl'íichj-gan, and. perhaps a fev smarr scattered. pockeis of the vestern
S'cg,"c s.

on mainland, Miichigan, ivolf nu::ircers d-ecrined. cLuring the past severar
d-ececes, a;ri- in L)6J the species Ì\ras gÍ_ven regat protection. sincethat tinc or:ry incid.entar observations of ronð r,¡orves, and- an
occa.sional palr, have been reported.. Because of the scatterecl natr:reof these reports, tìre general conclusion has been reached- that litt1eor llo breed-ing is occurring anong l{ichigan wolves and. that therefore
'che popuratÍon is cloomed- to extinction unress it is rejuvenated. by anaturar or ar'i;ifìicial influx of ad-d-itionar anirnars.

To checlt t'he valicLity of this conclusion, the Bureau attempted to rna]<ea systenatic aerial and. ground. survey of selected. areas of ìfichigal¡s
þper Peninsura, cluring the period January 2J through February ), LgrL.rìi-nanciar support for 'che projec-r, i,ras granted_ by the är.rron l,{ountaini'iiiilife Foundation. Pilo'¿-biologÍst John lrrinsirip fl"or the Bureaurs
cessna 2c6, rrith Dr. L. Davici MecÈ as observer; and. Ðr. Robert Brand-er(usla, Folest Ser\¡ice) anC" Dr. lliluam L. Robinson of l,lorthern ì,lichigan-tlniversity accorìipanieo l'Íech in par-ì; of the ground- r.¡ork. The mainobjective r¡as to try i;o rocate packs of r¿orves and. to d.etermine thesuitabirity of certain areas for supportlng vorf packs.



ì'ictho¡Ìs

io¡-i,i- r:rc'Lìrcxìs 
"¿e'c usc-¿ durÍng i;rris study: (l) aeriar scannirig of

l¡-.-l:cs., ri'\¡cÌ'¡1 , rid.gcs, and otì:er open ereas for r,¡olvesr traclcs c¡d"liill-s, (a) sr-roirshocing ü'rrougjr creer concentratÍon areas, (Jj--ã"i,rirrgj'o:il .ì ¡r,ld scruìling for r¿orf traci<s, arrcl (L) int"rrriewing for repor-csi:Í' i'¡oL.;cs anLi traclis.

,,\i¡lro;*iiriaùcì-y )oo rincar nÍres l+ere florrn, over the forroving areae :ï¡onl¡ooti, no.r:th a]-ong Bracl< lìiver, south along presclue rsre ñil,cr,('i :ì'; îo l:ç'j:r::i',:cs;hcr) u:il coutir ;loi-^5 Laìrc co.rcbic t,o Ll¡c j;i;consin
ì¡;:iicr, l¿Íü-zagging casi arong borcicr- rahes tó Lac vÍerix Deser-t.a^.rJ.r. r.^ -ì^.-. ..1":1or'újl r-o ¡oilú .¡'arrs il-owage, s:rd. east to perch tal.,e (rron county) ,¡oili;ilc¿rsl, to lLl"lassa ancl }tichig¿Lrrtxc Rescrvoir, northeast or¡er iiii;ch
f,i:.,:', liclcn Lailc, Long Lalie , and Ishpcming, and. ì,{arquette, and
l:ci'¿h-'¿csi; ovcr Ðec.cÌ lìiver sLorage Basin, and_ Iluron l..,iountains, e outh
o'o'cr ìlij !Lry, .i3ucì'roe, Pah,rer, üre heacli,¡a'bers of the Escanabá ano
l¡or"'i. iìi'¿c:'s, cast to perl<ins, rircliar: Lake, Ìr{ernistique, norti-! over
sclrey ììclLrgc, and. -r¡cst over Au Train and. the l*eire superior shore.
In al-I -¿hc a-lcas ncni;Íoned-, attempts l¿ere inad-e 'úo cover broar]. aregs bycircling and zig-zagging. Snovsi;or¡rs and. poor rrisíbility prevented_
o'ùT scûíüÌill; scveral eïeas ve -'"¡ould. have liired_ to, especlally aiongthc i,alce Superior shore.

G:'ound l'Iolrli vas cond.uc'¿ed. in the äuron Mountain deer yard., esnecially
in 1.he area.s of Rush Lei<e, pine La}e, and- l.,lic1d.le pine Lej<e. Roaj_s
nor:i;hr'¡est of Iron Fiver r+ere clriven in search of tracks, aad. l¡rr. Ðonala
9" Lappala, usÐA, Forest serv-ice, rron River, vas iniervier,¡ecL,(Previously, Ì'/rr. Falph Bailey, ì{ichigari Depaíirnent of }iatura} Iìesources
and l'{r. Leo r"'rouri, Huron ì'{oun'cain CIub, had. also been interuiel¡ed. for
reÞorts of r,¡olf sightings and. tracks.)

Reports and_ Discussion

ìio sign of a ",¡clf pacir i,ras seen, anc. onry one report of a sighting or
si3n of a pacì< r+as received.. llnis sighting iras repoz'ted- by ¡,lr. Charles
ì'ie-l';in of ivate:'srceet to Ìulr. Donald. Lappa1a. Mr. l{artin claimed to have
seei:. four tinbcr rtolt'es (i;L.o large and.'úr.¡o srnaller) on Oì:tar,¡a iì.orest
Roaù 208, tìrree-quarters of a nd.re l¡esi of Engresby Lake and. about 2J
::i-ies northi'¡est of rron River, on January rB, r97L. l4r. i,appala d.id
not hear of the repori until aboìr*r, IO d.ays 1ater, and_ vhen he checkecl
the area for traclçs he founcl none.

¡ìs nentioneå earlier, the exis'uence of lone r,¡olves and occasÍonal pairs
is knor.r:i for upperÌ,íichigan, and. our results confirm their pï.esence"
A sin,.ile.n¡orf scat, probably macLe <iuring autunn, 1./as found arong the
Laìte Silperior shore on i{riron i,{ouniain Club p::operty, anC. trachs of r¿hai
I't'e sllspsci" r+as a lone l"olf l¡ere seen florn the air east of Perch Lake(lron County). In ad-d-ition, r,re learned. of four slngle wolves that ha.d,
been kiiied- d.uring Ip68 in the Ïron River area.

¿



rìï (ìoJ'ù.:c:,1,:tic:r oi' ioì^.c 1roL./cs, ;:oricvcr, coì:1ctr flon l,;l . L;p¡c,ra"
¡; ic a suÌvr)'o:: for tjlc irörcs'c $c:-r,-ice, i,rho hunts coyo-i;cs anii

l:: l iloc.;y- -iis ".¡c:'il';cicr; llin ovcr.:los'¿ of ,¿hc c.l,-le-,.¡a,il;ior:al
anc iris Ìiunting tcircs ìlin: into the a:.ca'.,¡ithin 2! niics nortnof ïron lìivcr- !,irener,'e:'he sees a r¡olf or a tracì',, he notes

elltÌ','.'iien sigìrtin6s irl.'c rcporteå to hin ÍYon other i:eopl-e, he a1;-te6pts
cor-ifir"in '¿ìrcn bc checÌcing for- t:.aclcs. Folrorring is a si.umar;¡ of
rccord-s of con:ii-rmecÌ sightings or tracks of vorves sincc L96Õz
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ï; is oÍ j-nterest thai; since i965 there ]ras been an increase in the
t:.'¿.clcs a:rd sigi:'cings reco::d-ed- by l^zppara. rt is unl<nor,ra vhether or
no-; uiiis increase is a resul'c of ¡rore T.eports having been brougn,c tohis attcntion recenir¡' ¡s.ruse of 'che relar pro,;ec,;ion and. publiciiy
giveü 'i:o ihe r¡orf since ihat ijme. Iiovever, one other possible
c:çlula';io;:. is that this increase reflects a real Íncrease in nurirbersof ione ¡.¡olvcs in ì/ilcÌrigan. If urÍs is -true, it might ind_icate thai
l-one r¿orves êJe straying _ini;o the a.r.ea fyom Fr-Lnnesota, for since the
bouirt;r \,res relnovcc in Lg6j, r.¡oives hevc been extend_ing their. ranges
t^'ri""i;liii-l l,'i1tlncso'ba to points souür of Duluth. An eas,cr¡ard_ d-ispersal_
ÍYon l"'linnesota t¡oulo 'c¿¿ke them j-nto \disconsin and. eventually t.fichigan.
Si::ai3ì:i-iine cispcrsal d.istar:ces of up to i-B! rniles have been re¡or.LeC.
foi'l¡oives in tunara ereas, md up to r3o nires in l4innesoba. The
T¡n¡ ili r' ¡ ^l-¡..J- ^^A 

.---. r ^ ^ilvrr r¡J-vsi ¿j.j.c¿J rb auour, ¿¿u fr¿Ies fYOm the neafeSt knOr¿n [lnnesO-ca
'u,.olf popula-i,ion

Just r+iry ì'/r-LchiGants ione i,¡olves havent'b mated., had. pups, and. for:ned. more
paclls is uru<no¡,rn. Perhaps'ühe reason is relateC to the fact that co.,roi;es
ûJe nor"' so thoroughly esi;ablisheC in the region, StucLies fÞom several
o-¡iie¡ sfee$ irave ind-icated. that wolf a.nd. coyote populations are seliom
fou::å occiL;o;ripg the sune areas¡

irooå suppry coes not seen io be a problem for the r,¡orf in l{ichiga:i atpf'esen';. Deer yard.s appear overstocked., and. s-r,arvation is knol¡n for



,t.-,,',. -'r{ !.,.j11.¡ n:. .:.lr,a,r ,ìr\1.-ì*-- ...--...r v¡r\-¡¡r uu: rrrò iJu v(jr.(j ì4ìIÌ1.er S, SO r¡,f .Lnefable pf.ey ì.iOUl-d--lc ¡:.r¡r-i-l¿blc. lioi.ievcr", cveì-t if ì,{i¡l1ig3n ,'J;Ives cìicL breecl aÌla fonili-rricjis, ii; rs highl-y cLoubtiLl that popùIa'Lions of h:'.gh clens:i.ties could.i,.11' ì1.,r -...:.,-.a,,r ñ,,n ,-^.-..-.: -^ _- ^¡ 1,

,l_ .:ì'_.1..ï:...:^ jr,:-rì1aúurJ.nü. oÍ' iîicirig¿rnf s forests appears ,üo be e
;:"_":-.*:1i:.:.*,.,,"rir, vo lncreasrnû .iecr populations, anC the souncL'essoi ïne o:'rci¿'r v:iev of the l'{ichÍgan Der:arhnen'c of }iatural Ãesources ihattirc dcer hcrcr is d.ecreasing and \.¡irr co;tinue to decrease is apparent.

Conclusions

I.

.)

',"¡ --: ^-Ê ^-r ,-^t:r'u 5j-¡;rì or. jiorl'packs r,¡as founrì, arthougÌr a recent unconfinneciIepo:'t of a paclc of four r,¡olves vas received-.
|r¡a.-r,: ¡:-aì.^1-ì --;r:e:'c !r:oùû.ùry are scvcrar Lonc .,folves Ín the uppcr pcninsura.
because fo'.u' ¡¿ere ìçnor,rr to r:ave been irirrec in lt¿},' ""ã""äiäi-"of others ìiave persÍsted in severar areas since then. Theseeinirnals mi;y be clisperslng into the Stat,e fror.,i l"Íinnesota on thei.,cs1; a¡rrÌ Ontario on the east.

-n''Lte:rp'cs shourcL be nacle'ro seclrïe the simrrs of any -v¡olves takenin Ì*Jcìri3-r. so that age d.eier¡ulnations can be na¡le on there. Apreponcì-crance of ord aalr,lals r¡ourd. ind-ica-r,e tha-,, the aniraalsi'e''len rna;y be renurants of forner popurations, r.rhereas a pre-po:rûcrance of young r,rouid. ind.icate eiiher túat a resid_eni breed.irgpopulation stirl e>clsts or that the ani:nars are imrnigrating toIfi.ciiigan Íìron ouisid.e populations.

f ììr ,r-,.-. ¡¡¡ ¡ n 
- ^ -! -r-ru,Lu a¡lpears r:o be a higir enough population of Ceer in UpperIîchiga"n 'co suppor'u far rnore r¿orves than currently rive ttäre,

li., ln" long-ra^nge potential ,of the area for deer, and. thus forl;orvcs, ts not high.

-ií a:ry at'i"enpt is nad-e io restock r¿orves in r"üchigan, a fa,.ai.ryg cup sirouLd- be usec, for it appeers that rone 
'orves have noibeen able ro re-es,üablish a ¡ròã¿ing population.

ï"3 
;¿he biological stand.point, the H'¿ron l{ountain area appears-;o De a su-L-t,able rocation for supporting a pack of about five

¡iv¿YUÞ.

Respectf\r1ly subrnitted,

L. Ðaui"d Mech
tr{ild ltfe Research Biotogist
Ðivision of idlLdtife Services
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